Synopsis of Homosexual publications surrounding Old Guard 


By Vincent L. Andrews 


Can we have ONE decade, or even half a decade, where this subject doesn't rear its 
head and annoy the shit out of all aspects of our culture? Just one? I understand many 
do not have access to the "works that started this" shit debate, so here they are. PLEASE 
READ THEM! 


So here is the actual timeline within Drummer, using the phrase. 


One of the best places to research the use of this term in national conversation was 
Drummer Magazine. By the late 1980s, it had become the main reading material for gay 
Leathermen for over a decade. 


Gwen Hardy discovered the phrase within a December 1973 issue of California Scene 
Magazine newsletter located within Rover's Column, the reference which covers the 
bike clubs of California to refer to a council of MCs. 


The first time that the term appeared was in a newsletter from the National Leather 
Association-International called The Link. The article was written by Steve Maidhof, 
founder and President of NLA International, and the term he used was “New Leather 
vs. Old Leather.” It was reprinted in Drummer Magazine issue 110. (De Blasé & 
Maidoff, 1988). At this time, the editor and owner, Tony DeBlase followed up the reprint 
with his own take on Maidhof’s thoughts. Tony, as you see, uses the term first, in a non- 
capitalized way. Why he used it then, we will never know, it is a question we cannot 
ask him today. 


The next time we saw this published was in Drummer Magazine issue 112, published in 
1988. The article was called “Let’s Not Take the Olde Guard Judges Too Seriously” by 
Guy Baldwin and was part of his continuing column Ties that Bind (Baldwin, 1988). He 
expanded more on the topic, which had by this point taken hold in national 
conversation from the first article by Maidhof. The idea of using this “Olde Guard” was 
just tongue-in-cheek and a playful craft of words, which is what Baldwin is famous for 
doing. 


In issue 130 of Drummer, the debate continues to swirl on this subject matter. Tony 
publishes his article attempting to clean up the debate and get everyone to recognize the 
values of both core groups. In the end, Tony wrote: 


“The older elements must recognize that today’s youth is, by and large, more 
experienced and knowledgeable than similarly aged Leathermen were 20, 10, and 5 
years ago. Similarly, the enthusiastic young must recognize that no matter how much 
experience they have now, they still have a hell of a lot to learn! No matter what age, 
none of us know it all.” (Deblase, 1989). Tony was a wise man. 


It is important to recognize that also within issue 130 of Drummer, is the article by 
Andy Mangels, “Rough Stuff,” where Andy ultimately presents the terms "Old 
Guard/New Guard" in print, internationally, capitalized, specifically referring to the 
controversy we continue to have today. (Mangels, 1989). 


As many of you know, Guy has the larger column titled "Old Guard" later in Drummer 
issue 150 (Baldwin, 1991). I do not understand why this is the only one everyone 
sources when so many others exist. It is worth noting that Guy incorporated his articles 
into his novel Ties that Bind. 


Now, putting all that aside, the author Weal had his chance in an open forum to debate 
his history, but he lacks documentation to support it. That town hall is still accessible 
ONLINE! Also, Guy kindly followed up with a point-by-point that should help anyone 
seriously seeking answers on this subject (Baldwin, 2012). Weal made a response 
column on the site to that column (Weal, 2012). Do date, nothing has been provided on 
recourses from Mr. Weal. 


Guy and others have plenty of documentation to support their experience. Never mind 
the plethora of other activists, Joesph Bean, Gayle Rubin, Jack Rinnella, and more, who 
have written column after column on the subject matter. Yes, I have copies; that is what 
I do. 


Gayle Rubin's dissertation says it only appeared in the late 1970s, "The Old Guard 
meant a kind of SM formality, as opposed to the perceived disorder of the fistfucking 
crowd." Sorry, I don't have a link for you on this one. However, the LA&M can provide 
you with a source citation if you need it. 


Now, and lastly, because I have also written on the matter, I do not take a stance that 
the entire concept was a myth. I think the culture we live in today is made up of many 
different tracks of kinksters, SMers, and fetishists. I have known many people in this 
community who have one experience and others who have a completely different 
experience, often in the same city. Does that mean one group is wrong or didn't exist? 
No, it does not. It happens often. I have likened those who follow the old guard 
concepts to "Masonic" in nature, and I stand by that term. So did Tony, as you read 
above. 


Did it exist? I suspect that a variation of it did exist, and I think its origins are grounded 
in the 1968 book The Real Thing by Carney, who was absolutely advertised heavily in 
Drummer in those early 1970s years along with Larry Townsend's works (Franklin, 
1976). There was a full article about it. He advertised the work until his death in the 
early 80s. Here is the deal: Carney was in the military, and he had an army background. 
Throughout his work, he continues to put for the VERY SAME RULES that most "old 
guard" lovers tend to follow. The question we have to ask ourselves is, did he invent it 
out of fantasy? Were the letters truly from his nephew? Was he actually in the SF 
underground Old Guard community? He absolutely lived there; I have worked on his 
ancestry. You can access the book free via the national archives in the citation (Carney, 
1968,1995). 


So, did it exist? Hell if I know, but I am enjoying tracking it down. Artists and writers 
re-create what we see and experience, but we also like to fabricate a bit to make it hotter 
and sell copies. :) 


Is it still valuable? Some aspects of it are sexually charged and very hot, but I also think 
some aspects are outdated and worn. 


Is it practical? Sure, anything is, but you have to make adjustments to suit the players in 
the 24/7 scene that are participating within it. I think with all things, we use trial and 
error and incorporate what we value over what we do not. 


The honest-to-gods question here is, IS IT VALUABLE TO YOU?? 


Only each of you can answer that question, not Race, not Guy, not me, or Mr. Wolf. 
However, like Tony, I leave you with this wisdom that I also put in my books. 


These groups were "likely a very tightly-knit collective of men who enjoyed a particular 
fraternal and somewhat secretive energy they created with their own hierarchy and 
rules. For them, this observance is real and significant, and while many others may not 
have experienced it, we should not be quick to dismiss them just because they tend to 
pursue a much ‘harder road' or one ‘less traveled’ in D/s than the larger population” 
(Andrews, 2023). 
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| OFF THE TOP 


by FLEDERMAUS 


The following is an editorial 
reprinted from issue #2 of 
Chain Link, the Quarterly News 
Journal of the National Leather 
Association. 

‘NEW’ VS. ‘OLD’ LEATHER 
by Steve Maidhof, President, 
National Leather Association 

Recently, | have been hearing 
a lot of talk about “new” leather 
vs. “old” leather. | have heard 
many conversations where the 
speaker has been involved for 
many years with the Leather/ 
SM scene, and disdains the 
younger “puppies” who have 
less experience. It disturbs me 
just a bit that | have been 
around long enough to see a 
generational conflict arising 
within my community, but that 
is just the way it seems things 
are going. 

Those of us who have been 
around for a while often find 
ourselves quite confused by 
the approach of some of our 
younger brothers and sisters, 
and it is far too easy to echo the 
sentiments of OUR parents, 
‘What's happening to this 
jfounger generation?” 

We came froma very closed 

~ society in the sixties and early 
seventies that was a direct out- 
growth of our closets. As the 
rest of the Gay/Lesbian com- 
munity was bursting out of its 
closet doors, we preferred to 
remain behind ours. (It was 
comfortable, it was well-or- 
dered and we liked it there.) 
Many of us came out of our 
Lesbian/Gay closets, but left 
intact the door to that secret 
closet marked Leather/SM. We 
were told by the emerging 
leaders that our presence 
would only hinder the move- 
ment. 

Now we are faced with a 
group of leather dykes and 
leathermen who came out into 
a far different world than we 
found in 1969 or 1979. These 
people seem to have a set of 
mores that is not as well de- 
fined as those we so carefully 


DADDY'S BOY: At the San Francisco Leather Daddy's Boy Contest, 


Robert Pruzan caught Fledermaus engaging in his favorite sport, 


manwatching. 


built behind our leather closet 
doors. They play by somewhat 
different rules that throw our 
sense of order into the winds. 
So, rather than to take these 
people seriously and attempt to 
teach them the things we have 
learned through our years of 
experience, we dismiss them as 
not being “true” leather. 

Many of these “new leather” 
types are indeed people who 
are treating their leather as a 
fashion statement, rather than 
an expression of lifestyle. More, 
however, are wearing their 
leathers, fully cognizant of its 
implication and looking for 
someone who will teach them 
in a more safe, sane, and con- 
sensual manner. Still more 
have developed their own set 
of mores and customs that are 
considerably different than 
those practiced for so many 
years by us “old” types. These 
behaviors may not conform to 
our norm, but they seem to 
work pretty well. 

The main problem from all of 


this is that some of us “old farts” 
tend to dismiss the others alto- 
gether, and we spend so much 
time determining who is “old” 
and who is “new” that we never 
manage to get together and 
recognize our commonalities. 

Perhaps at one time we could 
afford to be so cliquish, but | 
don’t believe we can anymore. 
All of us, regardless of our form 
of sexual expression, regardless 
of the traditions and customs, 
are essentially of ONE commu- 
nity. We have too many ene- 
mies on the outside to afford 
internal squabbles. 

So, “old” leather, remember 
that these “new” types are part 
of US and “new, try to remem- 
ber that there may be some- 
thing you can learn from our 5, 
15, 20 or more years of experi- 
ence. 


Old, Older, Oldest 

| fully agree with the points 
Steve expresses above, but think 
that he is perhaps failing to 
acknowledge a third group, and 


an older problem. Those of us 
he is generally speaking of as 
“old” above are those who 
were aware of their interests 
years aso but did our “leather” 
coming-out in post Stonewall 
days. We have blossomed into 
“public” leatherpersons, but are 
well aware of the pre-Stonewall 
inhibitions and secrecy. 

| found Steve’s article ini- 
tially jarring because for years | 
have considered myself one of 
the “new” leather types and 
Steve is considerably “newer” 
than |. To me the “old” leather- 
men were those who WERE the 
leather/SM scene before Stone- 
wall. To them the scene was a 
very secret ritual, consisting of 
precise roles and rites of pas- 
sage. Like the Masons viewing 
Mozart's “Magic Flute,” many 
pre-Stonewall Leathermen felt 
that Larry Townsend had vio- 
lated a confidence when he 
published “The Leatherman’s 
Handbook” and exposed their 
secret world to anyone who 
bought the book. Our “old in- 
stitutions” like Larry's publica- 
tions, DungeonMaster, and the 
Mineshaft, were upstarts wear- 
ing thin the mystique the old 
guard had for so long pro- 
tected, 

But Steve is right, years have 
passed, we ARE now the “old,” 
and we frequently object to the 
“puppies” who have never felt 
aneed to hide, who “want it all, 
right now!” Stonewall was the 
trigger, a catharsis, which 
changed the lives of every sex- 
ually “different” man and wo- 
man. AIDS is another one. 
These two milestones divide us 
not into two generations, but 
into many based upon our ex- 
perience, activities, and state of 
mind before and after each. 
And as with “families” and 
societies everywhere, the many 
generations within the Leather/ 
SM communities must share 
their experience and their in- 
nocent enthusiasm, their ritual 
and their freedom. —AFD 


a 
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Asif 5M relationships weren't 
already complex enough, rary 
of you whe are relationship- 
oriented must af some pos 
come to terms with the ever 
present prablem of PLURESSA | 
raler to the need some folks 
have to make judprments a: to 
whether your relationship GA 
“rue SAA relationship” of if wou 
are a “tue Masher" or a “true 
masochist” of a “real slave" or 
“really into the scene." 

Sometimes, i shens as if a 
great conclave had been held 
somewhere, at which time 
standards for pertection were 
somehow agreed upon tirna- 
fome that!) One would think 
that a group of peaple at that 
gathering were selected as judg. 
6s, selected on the basis of 
some sort of enotioo-icleolcg- 
ical peurily to enforce Ideals of 
SA Comectnesa, Chwer the years, 
the betters pelnted im Gruner 
bear this out, As recenth as 
Issae IO, there was yet 
anivher slant acting as judae 
reparding the bottan correct 
ness of a person be hal never 
EEN Pre, 

Asa therapist, | see plenty of 
unpleasant fallout when pec 
plein relationships, or wanting 
them, try te fit themeehes into 
bweedimensional “ideals.” For 
Sxampks, one purist “ideal” sung- 
gests thal a “troe slave" ches 
his Master's every command, 
Moe of chose Judees out there 
Feel toad with oe iin the theeragry 
room 24 | counseled a young 
man who, earnestly wanting bo 
prove toa Top that he was slave 
material, got himeelf arrested 
for following am order that was 
inesponsible, 

There is also some motion 
AUTHOW IE the pamst Juciaes that 
so-called “true” Masters andinr 
Tops newer switch or ge uneler, 
or de otherwise “bottom” 
things, Certainly some of the 
Judges irawa when Tops tell 
their bottoms to pinch tits or 
slap as. And the Judpres ao 
Positively crazy when Tepes 
switch their keys to enter a 
relationship asa bation, 


Let's 


Likewise, Botton whee 
out a Tops are often mot taken 
seriously by other bobs urdil 
4 decent (2) interval of tine has 
passed; they are Judged to be 
unpredictable, of ie authen- 
tic, or sone sch. There ane 
even fudpes wo hanes put Tops 
diown for kissing aol bones, 

It is at Once amusing, iponic 
and depressing to recemmise 
that seme in the Sk4/Leather 
Scene employ the same oopnes- 
sive “ieu-are-ne@l QIK" tactics 
to standardize Si behaviors 
that non-Shi people ose bo 
“normalize” us One would 
think that we get encugh af that 
judpmonéalisnn from eutsicde the 
Sil CoOminunibys surehy we don't 
have to de that to each other, 

The last fine Uo chee keel, I 
nabiced thene is no single right 
way toc anything. There seen 
to lots of ways tc be a “real” 
slave, or Masher or rock star, or 
stockbroker, or anything else, 
Relationships are ey ediflerersd. 
The definitive rulebook has mot 
and cannot be written. The 
range of human variability is 
too withe, SM and SA relation- 
chips will nt be bese! in by 
the Judges oo matter how 
Tach they may pontificate. 

Only pou are qasalified te 
azaess the correctness af the 
relationship you are in, After all, 
enly you could possibly pos- 
sess the information abscut herve 
the relationship feels, There are 
lots ef people out there, both 


gay and straight, who hanwe the 
so-called “comect” form of rela- 
tionship and who also just hage- 
pen to be miserable as hell. The 
better ltrs test is whether of 
nof the relationship warks for 
you, med whether it conferred tes 
Someone @ses ideal 

Let me illustrate. | have seen 
hee Masters each having din- 
ner with thelr sliwes at two 
separate tables in the same nes- 
Taurant, Waburalhy the waiters at 
each table placed menus be- 
fore both Master and slave. Al 
ene twhle, the slave picked 
aap his menu and fave it, 
unopened, to his Mager, The 
hlastier ordered dinner tar bor 
and later paad the check, At the 
other table, the Master picked 
up his menu, unopened, are 
hanced it bo his slave. The slave 
ordered dinner for both, and 
later, it was be whi paad the 
check. We gee af once that 
each Masher and slawe haw 
worked out thir enuation very 
different, Theaugh the form of 
each relationship appears oppo 
ate both are "carrect” for the 
men tne, 

In Sh relationshige, as in lite, 
things are not always what they 
seen This fact is what makes 
Juclping relationships both eliffi- 
Cult and silly | know Tapes atic 
order their bottoms to ‘rear 
white sneakers into leather bars 
a3 a humiliation—does that 
mean the bottoms aren't “really 
into the scene"? I also know of 


47 BIND 


by GUY BALDWIN, M.S. 


Not Take the Olde Guard Judges Too Seriously 


very Sadigtic Tops who are mat 
into feather at all, wha will poy 
into bars in casual wear wath 
theeis leathered out bottoms and 
proceed to work over their sul 
misives in public Accerding 
io the aid guand stereotypes, il 
looks like the preppie caught to 
be the botiom, or even vanilla, 
but in this instance the truth 
turns Gut otheresse, It's still irue 
what they say about books ard 
their cavers. 

if for sore pease, i works 
fora bottom te dress an the left 


® then who is to challenge? Per 


haps he want to fend off 
novice Tops that night, or needs 
bo swiboh for the first time ina 
while, 1 Taps vant rings in their 
whabevers, then that rust te 
their prerogative. Who says ihal 
isthe Top in relationships who 
has the best judgment in all 
matters? We all know that in 
some things bottoms may have 
some superior ability that wise 
Tops wall mot veaint bo watte jul 
to prove when's boss, 

Your relathonships im kinky 
life must be free to take what- 
ever form is needed to meet 
your needs and the meade of 
your partners}. That form rust 
also be free io ewohe as you 
grow and change. You who ane 
willing and able to ibe that free 
and flexible diternce praise for 
your honesty lowe, conumil- 
ment, and imagination. The 
Judges who shake their fingers 
al ihagse who may shape their 
relationships to ihe beat of a 
different drummer are sirnply 
rewedling, thee chanices they make 
far themeeles, Variation can 
add richness to the scene, ane 
wer will dio better bo encourage 
expenimentation and diversity 
than to scold those who leave 
the stereatypes behind in their 
awn search for happlimess anc 
satishactioan in the world of Si 
relationships. 


Guy Baldwin, MS, has a pri- 
Fale Oracince in paychetherapy 
in Los Anpeles where he works 
primarily with those on the 
sPautal frontiers. oO 


A New Generation of Leather 


From Saturday, September 24, 1989, the 
night he was selected, to the present, land 
probably into the future), ane of the main 
comments I've heard regarding Ron Zehel 
as Mr. Drummer has been, “He's boo your!” 


thay culture has, for years, been stereo 
typed as a culture of youth. In general gay 
fiction, ard in life, there has been an 
obsession with youth; it was coveted, it 
was worshiped. The greatest sin a fagget 
could cormmit was growing old. The one 
subgroup in which this seenved to be mini- 
malized was the Leather culture, Leather 
Men were supposed to be older, and thus 
presumably wiser, Maturity and age were 
assumed to go together and, asa result, 
older men were more than just tolerated, 
they were respected and sought out. That 
does not mean that many of thase older 
men were mot constantly searching for new 
young meat themselves. 

However, this respect for leather matur- 
ity experience also meant that the young 
were, by definition, immatune and experi- 
enced, They needed a period of training 
before they could be taken seriqusly. 

Now there is a new generation of 
Leather Men. In Grummer 110 | published 
Steve Maidhat's guest editonial on "new" 
v6 “old” leather and added some com- 
ments of my own. A year and a half later | 
am back on the same topic. Ron Zehel was. 
21 when he became Mr. Drummer, Andy 
Mangels, who has written the “Rough 
Stutf" column in this issue ls 22. These are 
only bwo examples of young men who are 
very active in the leather scene in this 


CAUTION: Every decision a person makes, 
including the decision to get out of bed in 
the morning, has some degree of risk as- 
sociated with it, We strongly believe that 
each competent adult must set for them- 
selves the level of risk he or she is willing to 
accept. Some avoid crossing streets in 
heavy traffic—others stunt-ride motor- 
cycles withoul a helmet. However, to intel- 
ligently confront and accept risk, a person 
must understand the dangers. 

While Drummer hopes to educate its 


country reht mow 

Step to consider the world they have 
grown up in. When Stonewall occurred 
they were still in diapers, and not as a part 
of a scene. By the time they reached 
puberty The Leatherman’s Ha idbook and 
Drummer magazine were ava lable. Soon 
thereafter Dungeanhaster followed. 
Throughout their lives Gay men and 
women have been a visible part of the 
American community, Perhaps they were 
not on the nightly news every night, but 
they were occasionally Perhaps these 
YOUN, ones were not supposed to enter 
adult book stores until they were 18 but 
they probably had ne more trouble getting 
acoess to Drummer aind other publications 
of interest than | did to the nudist mapa- 
zines that were the only things available 
with pictures of naked men ir the 50's, For 
the last 15 years and more leather! 
motorcycle clubs and bars have been 
active in every large and man, medium 
sized cities across the country, 

To this new generation awareness of, 
and access to information about, gay life, 
and leather life, have been available since 
they have had the ability to seek and to 
read, When | was talking to Ron Zehel 
about experience he told me that he had 
his “first rice in a sling at 14.” Hell! | didn’t 
even know what a slime was until | was 
nearly 30! This new generation of Leather 
is infinitely more sophisticated at 21 than 
most of us were at ten years after that age. 
Older leathermen sometimes have trouble 
comprehending this and marry sophisti- 
cated young LeatherMen desarve much 


readers on a Wide variety of topics, its main 
purpose is to entertain! Works of fiction 
presented in this magazine are just that— 
fiction! They are notin any way intended to 
suggest or describe activities that anyone 
should—or often could—actually do, They 
are meant for entertainment only. In other 
than fictional pieces, we will emphasize safe 
sex with respect to contagious diseases and 
safe and sane behavior with respect to all 
activities and will try to point out all 
activities which deviate from generally 


more respect than they get. 

However, as Gach year passes | become 
more and more aware of the inherent truth 
in the ald adage that “youth is wasted on 
the young”. To have the exuberance ane 
enemy fa youth combined with the matur- 
ity and wisdom of age would truly bea 
remarkable gift. While today’s new genera 
tion of leather is a let more expenenced 
than their predecessors, many still have the 
inherent amogance af youth, and refuse ta 
beliewe that their elders can indeed kreow 
better, This is the natural state of affairs in 
all human societies. Itis the drive that nat 
only dooms youth to repeat for themselves 
the mistakes their elders have previously 
rade and learned fram, but it alsa pro- 
vides the spark for them to make new 
discovernes and advances by attempting 
things their elders would rot think worth 
the effort. 

Many generatians of Leather can and do 
coexist. Each of therm rust recognize the 
value of the others. The older elements 
must recognize that today’s youth is, by 
and large, much more experienced and 
knowledgeable than similarly aged leather 
men were 20, 10, or even five years apo. 
Similarly the enthusiastic young must real- 
ize that no matter how much experience 
they now have they still have a hell of a bot 
to learn. Mo matter what age we are none 
of us know it all, Hopefully we will all 
continu to learn from one another, Mone 
of us ever reaches a point where we know 
iCall and can stop the learning process. 
And the respective ages of the student and 
teacher are irrelevant Oo 


recognized safe-sex and sale-and-sane play 
activities. 

However, Desmodus, Inc., its officers 
and stockholders, the editors and staif of 
Drummer, colurnnists, authors, artists and 
other contribulors to this publication and 
other organs of Desmodus, Inc. cannot be 
held responsible for accidents, injuries or 
other or improper application of infor- 
mation imparted or ideas generated by 
materiak in Drummer, or from other Des- 
modus, Inc. products. 


: Ls i 


Lee ASTER FG 


Proving Ground 

“The only reason you des this stuff is be 
Prove yoursell, You keep trying to sheer 
everyone that you're olay for being gay 
amd that you're okay for being into Leather, 
You keep trying to prove to eversone that 
you're a Top and im control of the situation. 


Burt your're young, and full of all this need 
to validate yourself, When you're older, you'll 
lean you dont nes to do that so much.” 
This, paraphrased from a ber Conversa 
tion last weekend, was the mescage | was 
given when talking about our area's new 
Dungeon Guild and about how it was 
helping being some facets of the leather! 


Sh community together, This was the mes- 


Sage piven bo me by someone older and 
“wiser,” who had gone through life's 
traumas and emerged a “better” mam than 
1, a“ Boy" of mere 27 years, 

lagreed, conditionally with what the - 
man had said, However, upon further re- 
fection, | found what it was that bothered 
meso eeuch about note statements and 
about my agreement with them. This mar 
Was Sending oul lat very strong stale 
ments bo me: first, that “political” werk is 
essentially hopeless, amd is some sont of 
seli-verification and sel-agerancdizerent 
second, and much more damapiye that 
youth equals lack of knowbedpe and un- 
curbed, irmmature enthusiasm that should 
be reined In by those older and “wiser.” 

The ugly beast of ageism hes neared its 
head again, id papng mare promising ma- 
tunity throwgh submission and silence. 

Within the Leather comenunity, a sense 
of the “Old Guard" exists, and perhaps 
rightly so. These meen grew up and came 
outthrouwgh a much less eermissive time, a 
time when Leather wad a ranchy-seen fetish 
and SM was sen a6 a psychological per- 
version. bn this early Leather subculture, 
WOUng men served under Masters or Dad- 
dies or Tops, camming their stripes and priy- 
ihepes and wearing them with paride 
throughout their covert circles. 

Te this “Cel Cauared," the tiga of being a 
Top is always preceded by being a Botham. 
The idea that a Top could be younger than 
twrerityfive jana utterly unthinkable, that 
one could be inder thirty slightly kes un- 
thinkable Gut still undesirable. Young ren 
were boys through amd through, and theér 
role was. to be subservient wo their “bethers.” 

As the “Old Guard" grew and trained 
thear Boys to be Daddies, times chanmed 
around them. This ew generation of Tops 
DaddiesMasters was faced with the begin- 
nings of the Gay Pride movement, and the 


later chines of bea Gay and Leather 
andl being all that was forbidden. Leather- 
meen were faced with an entire: generation 
of leather fashion beasts, of clones and of 
promises of red hankies mever intended ta 
be fullfilled. 

Is if any wonder that the “Odd Cuand” of 
Leathermen bridles so at the audacities the 
“Hew Guard” brings into the community? 
The idea that Leathermen and Leather- 
women could work together! The idea that 
leather could be worn on the streets, in 
broad daylight .. even in (Gay Pride 
parades? The idea that younger men could 
become Tops! Daddies! Masters without 
having first pone through the prerecpusibe 
subservient training? 

(Going back to the questions first raised 
by the gentleman at the bar, | wonder at 
the thinking behind such statements. Cover 
the backgrounds of most of the Gays! 
Lesbians that | knw, many of ws cho fee! 
the need te prowe ourselves, Society con: 
shanty away at our defenses even 
44 18 individuals bludgeon ws with steel 
pipes and its religions excomimunecate us 
.. and as it allows the disease to remaln 
unchecked which lays waste to aur berth. 
275. and sisters, 

Damn right I'm trying, to prove myselt 
and riy sexuality anel my fetishes, I'm 
Boing fo show pene, and I'm going bo work 
with the Leathervomen, but I'm not doing 
50 just for me. Grandiose a it may sound, 
I'm doing so for the thousands whe have 
committed suickde because they felt 
unevorthy or they felt God hated therm or 
them families didn't accept them, I'm doing 
$0 for the thousands more in their chosets, 
ready to come out and weather the storm 
that may or may not folloes I'm doing so 
for the scared kid | wes in the past who 
taught hinnseli to survive first for himself 
because nobody else would—except | 
want bo be there so that that “nokeaty” 
becomes a" 7 

Assurances that enthusiasm and political 
motivations will Be away with age are dam- 
aging at the very least. has is. our defini- 
Hon of maturity? What isthe price we're 
willing bo pay for that “maturity!” Is it besing 
in the closet and attacking those who are 
eat of thears? Or is maturity being able to 
go beyond what's comfortable ex right for 
you and allowing others their diversity? 

Does madurity come with age? Certainhy 
caperlence comes with age but that's mot 
the question posed. Maturity is a full devel- 
opment of mind and person, a state few 
peode—il any—have reached completely 


Thus, we are always learning and always 
developing, to reach that completely sub- 
jective and relative state called “maturity* 
lama 22 pear old whe has lived through 
much, thus experiencing much. Hapetully 
ithas matured me, although | look forward 
to more experiences and mone maturing, 
But here’s where the double-bind of the 
lewhen' SM workd comes into the picture. 

The “Old Guard” says that Youth must 
prow feel! before it can take on the man: 
the of responsibility: that a “Boy" can never 
hage to be a Top unless he has first been a 
Bottom. ‘Yet what is maturity or responsibil- 
ity iF it is not being true to one's self? if ome 
inows his or ber preference, is it more 
Malu bo succumb bo the pressure of oth- 
ers to be something ome is mat? Or is it to 
make the choice tio he one's self, Top or 
Bottom, and damn the naysayers? 

Ag someone who has sunaved much, | 
(and many others,| have mo desire to climb 
the hierarchy of the “Old Guard” Leather! 
SM world. To do so would be tn destroy 
the elements of nivy personality that make 
meme. | hawe lived toc much of my life as 
a Strugeling slave to the great Masher of our 
earthly lives, the Master who does not 
allow us to be what we choose to be 
Soctet: We are all Socsety’s Slaves, unless 
we make our mowes to break the chains 
and throw off the yokes put upon us, 

The unsubtle practice of ageism that my 
bar companion espouses can be inter 
preted in many different warys, and will be, 
by many different people As Dive inter 
preted it, maturity attacks youth for its 
excessive enihusiasm and offers promises 
of eventual knowledge through subservi- 
ence, As my bar companion and tea many 
others Me pret Mf, maturity is wise enqugh 
not to upset the apple cart of tradition, and 
forceful enough to teach the youth how 
things are to be done. 

latoept whal the people with these 
thoughts ane, and the wey they will choose 
be live out those thoughts, whether as Tops 
of Bottoms. fim prowd of the way | think 
and ive, and would loge that those who 
think differently would be prowd enough 
of themselves that they would mot see a 
reason te condemn my actions bo justify 
their own. True maturity would seer bo me 
an accepdance of others and of events for 
whal they are, not bor what | wish them to 
be, After all, we have a hot mote in com 
mon that do those amassed against the 
LeatherShM ooenmunity . uwinkess cur intol- 
erance for each others’ diversities enters 
the picture, Oo 
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reader can examine his or her own fan- 
tasies ‘and inhibitions.” We are then 
cautioned to answer “quickly” such ques- 
tions as “Do you agree with Abraham 
Lincoln that the ballot is stronger than 
the bullet?” . . . “You see your six-year- 
old son or nephew pulling the wings off 
captive flies, Do you () immediately 
punish him, (b) Reason with him, (c) Feel 
unconcerned about such a commonplace 
happening” . . . “Would you be ashamed 
of being seen cither buying or reading 
pornography?” Interestingly enough, one 
checks his test scores to determine only 
masochism, 

Still, Dally's exegesis on the develop- 
ment and uses of pornography mertt 
thorough attention, especially his sum- 
mation that “pornography can act more 
as a valve than a detonator." 

So there you are. You can either lay 
out ten bucks for this slender tome, or 
lay back and have yourself a good free 
fantasy. 

~ Ed Franklin 


THE REAL THING by William Carney. 


Publisher: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 200 
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From its simulated black leather jacket 
to its blood-red endpapers, William Car 
ney’s The Real Thing is, most assuredly, 
in the words of the author, “a coherent 
manual of conduct and procedure .. . 
based upon certain truths . of all this 
(S&M) experience . the obligations 
ol those on top and the duties of those 
on the bottom.” And, as such, it is in- 


valuable to anyone, neophyte or don, 
involved with the “ritual, paraphernalia, 
and protocol connected with this type 
of work.” 

Yet it is also an engrossing novel, set, 
dialogueless, in the epistolary style of an 
anonymous uncle writing to an equally 
anonymous nephew, the communications 
covering the period of about one year, 
There is an incisive intelligence at work 
here, one whose knowledge of “the Way,” 
while thorough, seems more acquired than 
experienced, more the product of time 
spent in the stacks than in the stocks. 

The format selected by author Carney 
makes for some very unwieldy exposition, 
but we deduce from scattered hints that 
the uncle, a former Army M.P., must be 
in his late 40s, while the nephew, an ex- 
Marine, is 30. Ostensible purpose of the 
uncle’s letters is to tell his nephew “what 
| know and aid you to embark upon this 
Way ... My letters will direct your at- 
tention exclusively to male Leather," 

After a warning to enter this world 
cautiously and carefully, there follows a 
detailed description of its taxonomy, 
covering the two “roles” and the three 
“routes” (Purists or ‘Oblates,’ Exemplars 
or ‘Others’ or ‘Helpers’ and The Perfect), 
the three “ranks” (Leather, Rough and 
The Real Thing) and various ‘‘categorie 
all for “practitioners of the Mysteries.” 

There are several other warnings in the 
course of the work Carney being no 
proselytizer including one, quite ex- 
tensive, against flippancy (‘'Nothing is 
more unseemly in this work than inap- 
propriate jest’) and another, quite 
pointed, against “phonies in the field” 
who “crowd into the leather bars and the 
after hours joints and then these places 
are fuzzed because of them . .. Our Way 
is channeled agression, and as such it has 
bypassed that asocial behavior of the 
normal run of queen, fairy, hustler, and 
hood (for) that which is quick and easy is 
of no use to us.” Get the message? 

“Since your appearance should pro- 
claim you,"' the letters go into minute 
and fascinating detail on the matter of 
dress codes, and, getting methodically 
into the actual scene itself, there are in- 
structions ranging from the anatomy of a 
simple slap (“the swinging motion of a 
good slap should be executed as if you 
were knocking a pile of not very heavy 
books off the side of a table"’) to the ex- 
ecution of a Martyr (“cared for by his 
guide . .. an eminent anesthesiologist") 

Lest this seem too morbidly clinical, 
such nuggets merely ornament a book 
that does contain, without question, all 
the necessary ingredients of a true novel. 
There is suspense (will the nephew turn 
out to be a masochist or a sadist — “I 
mean to finally test you myself”), fore- 
shadowing (numerous allusions to “per- 
sonal disasters”), conflict ae to term- 
inate the relationship), and, most 
importantly, a triangle of sorts which 


slowly but intriguingly emerges (uncle, 
nephew and the pervasive off-stage pres 
ence of a mysterious “}" 

On what does the narrator-uncle base 
his mentor-like image? Well, for onc 
thing. “Il found that the Army was an in 
valuable source of instruction and practice 
Of course, | was attached to the military 
police,” But he also claims to have gone 
through every avatar, “Pure, Leather, 
Western, the mail-order bit, Hand Wor- 
ship, rubber, confinement, Dirt, the mili 
tary syndrome, sickle clubs, the desolate 
suburban sclf-improvement and naughti- 
ness circuit...” 

it was through all this that he de- 
veloped his philosophy, stating “I found 
that in a world of disorder and disaster 
there is only one choice before us: the 
ever-recurrent one of slavery and mastery 
This is the law of human relationship, no 
matter the guise.” He further learned that 
“to be older is important,” for “to be a 
success in this, one must no longer be at 
the mercy of one’s needs, Remember,” 
he summarizes, “everybody ts young to 
somebody.” 

| recommend the book virtually with 
out qualification. It has been under- 
ground for far too long, and it is time it 
emerge and take its place on the shelf 
along with de Sade, von Sacher-Masoch 
and Mirbcau. When one reaches the end, 
he realizes the impeccability of the struc- 
tural device, and has enjoyed a climatic 
moment that would do O’Henry proud. 

Special comments are due the brilliant 
Introduction by critic Alan Hull Walton. 
He points out that “the desire to render a 
sexual partner helpless . . . (is) universal,” 
and that the underlying theme, much to 
Carney’s credit, is that sadism isn't strictly 
a sexual deviation but can be a way of 
life applicable not only to an individual 
but also to a group (any guesses?) or even 
a nation (ditto?). This critique alone is 
worth the moderate price of admission, 
and should be required reading by any 
person or persons assigned to deal with 
private and/or public behavior. 

William Carney himself is surely no 
stranger to the more metaphysical aspects 
of so-called deviant eroticism. His conclu- 
sions anent the S&M scene are beyond 
the sexual; “All our work er be said to 
consist in the precise gratification of 
vague needs . . . spiritual yearnings trans- 
lated into parables of exquisite spn 
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